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Serving The Community 
Snow, rain, or shine – community court participants are always 
on the go. Our neighborhoods are always changing, and 
maintaining a high quality of life in the community is a busy 
job. Community court strives to serve our community and 
improve neighborhood amenities year-round.  

Our community service has positively impacted participants 
and surrounding residents. Even on the coldest winter days, 
most of our participants have expressed gratefulness for the 
opportunity to serve. Community members have showed 
equal warmth, sometimes literally, providing hot chocolate or 
coffee to our participants. Social reciprocity, or the simple act 
of responding to a positive action with another positive 
action, within our community helps everyone succeed.  
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In Recent News 

• Southwest Detroit Community 
Justice Center has moved. We 
are now located at 2026 
Lawndale Street, Detroit, MI 
48209. Our office hours are 
Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  
or by appointment. We also have 
a new phone number 
313-879-2155. Come by and 
visit! 

• In December 2017 Southwest 
Detroit Community Justice 
Center was awarded a 2-year 
$250,000.00 grant from the 
Kresge Foundation! This award 
will enable us to expand our 
model, services to clients, and 
also examine racial impacts in 
our local justice system. We are 
thankful for the support of 
partners like the Kresge 
Foundation! 

• Southwest Detroit Community 
Justice Center was featured in 
the State of Michigan Mental 
Health Diversion Council 
Progress Report. 11 pilots across 
the State of Michigan are 
reshaping how our criminal 
justice system provides 
treatment to persons with 
mental illness. We are honored 
to be part of this statewide 
movement! 

Phone: (313) 879-2155  
E-mail: info@swdcjc.com 
Web: www.swdcjc.com

SOUTHWEST DETROIT 
COMMUNITY JUSTICE CENTER 

http://www.swdcjc.com
http://www.swdcjc.com
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Taking A Stand Against  
Human Trafficking 

Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center is taking action in the fight against human trafficking in 
our neighborhoods. Human trafficking is a crime. It involves the use of force, fraud, or coercion to 
obtain a labor or commercial sex act. We are working collaboratively with the 36th District Court, 
community partners and our police partners to provide comprehensive, humane, and holistic 
solutions.   

Human Trafficking can take place in many different forms. It can happen in private homes, in places 
of businesses, or in plain sight- as is the case with street prostitution.  90% of women involved in 
prostitution are controlled by traffickers. Sex trafficking victims are often physically abused and 
tortured. The number one cause of death for prostituted women is homicide. 1/3 of Michigan sex 
trafficking victims in Michigan are children.  

Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center is working with prostituted persons by assisting them 
in navigating the legal system, receiving statutory protections as trafficked victims, receiving 
treatment for substance abuse and mental health conditions, and connecting them with workgroups 
led by survivors. On the other end of the spectrum, we are working with men to shatter the 
traditional perception that prostitution is “mostly voluntary” for “certain types” of women. We 
educate men that soliciting for commercial sex in Michigan is illegal; furthermore, it provides the 
demand, and that sustains the human trafficking industry. 

We provide and connect vulnerable persons in our neighborhoods with services. However, everyone 
can get involved. You can donate $10 or more to purchase for victims. Select "DONATE" on our 
website or mail in a check to our office with “FHT” in the memo line. Please also contact the 
National Human Trafficking hotline at 1-888-373-7888 or text to Text 233733 if you see or suspect 
any instance of human trafficking. The hotline is confidential and active 24 hours/day.  
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From Participant To 
Community Service Partner 

Ms. Peña-Rosas went from being a community court participant to community service provider for 
Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center. One year ago, Ms. Peña was provided an opportunity 
to resolve her traffic tickets through community court. She agreed to complete 20 hours of 
community service, 2 visits with the case manager, and pay $100 in court costs. During Ms. Peña's 
community court journey, she shared how she founded a non-profit organization, Dulce Diamanté 
Gardens.  

Ms. Peña' was motivated to start the gardens as a result of an abandoned building that used to sit 
on the property. The building brought a lot of problems to the neighborhood such as frequent 
trespassing and arson. After the building was torn down, Ms. Peña wanted to create a positive 
legacy for the space. The Dulce gardens are slightly larger than an acre, with the largest garden 
located at 6554 Cadet St., Detroit, MI 48209. 

After Luis’s case was resolved, we established a partnership with Dulce Diamanté Gardens. For the 
last few months, community court participants have been tending to the Dulce gardens to prepare it 
for spring of 2018. Participants have been planted seeds in the greenhouse, built plant beds, and 
help build a table out of reclaimed materials, just to name a few things. The gardens’ sustainability 
depends on the generosity of volunteers and the sales of its produce. Approximately half of the 
vegetables are sold and half are donated to local residents in need.  

Ms. Peña is thankful that Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center provides an opportunity to 
resolve their tickets through community service, because many people cannot afford to pay. Ms. 
Peña appreciates her community court experience as a participant, and now a partner.  
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Community Service Partner Dinner 
We love to celebrate our partners. We hosted an end-of-year appreciation dinner for all of our 
community service partners on December 20, 2017. The dinner celebrated and thanked our 
community service partners for their amazing support and contributions to restorative justice 
throughout the year. Southwest Detroit Community Justice Center always welcomes new partners 
that are committed to restoring individuals and improving the quality of life in the community. 
Collaboration is one of our core values. We are only successful to the degree we work together.  

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working is success” 

     –Henry Ford
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